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Side, e THE SITUATION IN LEBANON 
DIA, review(s) ; 
completed. 


nf The leftist Muslim forces under the overall 

eee leadership of Kamal Jumblatt are continuing to drive 
against Christian strongholds in Beirut and in the 
mountains east of the capital. The direct Syrian: 
mediation effort has stalled 
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The Syrians are now 
Yasir Arafat--whose aid to 
‘the leftists has been largely responsible for their 
recent military success--to persuade Jumblatt to 
accept a cease-fire. Syria could increase its 
‘leverage over Arafat by cutting off its military 
aid to Fatah, and probably has already threatened | 
to do so. 


Arafat's next move is the key to the military. . 
situation. His forces have spearheaded major leftist } 
gains; if he keeps them committed, there is no hope: 
for an immediate cease-fire. If Arafat:orders Fatah 
and other independent fedayeen groups to stop aiding” 
Jumblatt and his leftist allies, renegade army of- 

-ficer Ahmad Khatib and Muslim radical leader Ibrahim 
Qulaylat, the leftists would. be unable to press. "| 
their current military advantage against. the Chris-.- 
tians much further. . ae 
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Pas a ; ; Leftist forces made. some additional inroads 
nN against the Christians 
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Syrian-brokered compromise. 
calls for: 
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‘scale for another several weeks. ave 
might be able to hold the bulk of this core’ area in~..:' 
definitely if the level of fighting declined signin’ * 2” 


The Christians: * we 


The commercial and port sections of Beirut ,*., 


. long held by the ChErp er anee: probably would..be lost: eee 
to fhe leftists. / 
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‘overall; the Christians, though nearly equal” ngs ‘ 
numbers to the 15,000~20,000 leftists under teria: s 
umbrella command, are inferior to them in. su lies! 


ae heavy ‘fighting continues beyond the next 
several weeks, the leftists are likely to be able 


‘to .make inroads into the Christian core area. The” 
Christians might resort to a formal declaration of . 
partition designed to dramatize their claim on inter- . 
national support, but that would not change their 

‘The Muslims would not accept 
partition and, as time goes on, Muslim successes 
could lead to the steady disintegration of a unified 
Christian defense. Eventually, the major Christian 
areasS-~-perhaps minus some strongholds for a time-- 


would be absorbed into an Arab Lebanon. 


The Political Negotiations 


except Jumblatt--agreed yesterday to support a. - 


The Syrian compromise." 


~-an: inmediate cease~fire; 


-'--a Meeting of the Lebanese parliament to 
amend the COUPES ERE TOR? 
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Siedéerion” of Ahew eee teeny by parliament. 
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cos :‘Jumblatt is apparently holding out in hopes of 
“© "securing more territory, such as the port area of: See a 
' Beirut, in order to Strengthen his future bargaining™ 

.. position, Arafat is unlikely to persuade Jumblatt 9.) 
_ to accept a truce until he orders Fatah to halt °° ” 
Support of.the leftist mi 


litary operations. ‘we: oe. 

believe Arafat is moving in this direction in part ".. 

because he believes he. should not risk further alién- . 

ating Asad, and in part because he may anticipate oe Meee 
. large=scale Syrian intervention. a eee 2 


probably is to’ © 
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While avoiding the ““«,:- 


that might result, ‘°. 9 / 
vention. Arafat 
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|, is still his main Source of military support,:...., ‘ 
if ; ok oe ee 5 ; 1 oO ae - eR im: 4 ao 
4 wi “ The Question of Syrian Intervention’. | Bad ay a 
=| Panesar -At present, the Syrians are suspicious: of. : gale 
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L “ € prospects for any rther Syrian 
_ intervention thus also dépend heavily on Arafat's es 
- next move, eG ; Sacer fe 
’ oot. >) Syxrdan forces generally remain in a high state ~_ 
Boe Sgt of alert, but we have no indications of unusual Oye ca ye 
Soe WR soe A ay Or Israeli military activity. The US defense © ‘: 
ys ty,, , attaché in Damascus saw no evidence yesterday of “ 
eee! ae? Syste troop movements that. might be related to the - att 
oven i Lebanese situation, AS ne earn «ips 
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